President’s Report
It has been another full and rewarding year for the Association of Book Crafts, marked
by strong engagement from our members and several significant milestones.

A major highlight was the Bind 25 Conference, which brought together an inspiring
mix of both international and domestic presenters. The calibre of speakers and the
generosity with which they shared their knowledge made this a memorable event. It
was pleasing to see such enthusiastic participation, with members taking advantage
of the opportunity to learn new techniques, exchange ideas, and strengthen
connections within our community.

The John Sansom Bookbinding Competition once again showcased the exceptional
talent within our membership. The standard of entries was outstanding, reflecting
both technical skill and creative innovation. This competition continues to be an
important platform for recognising excellence and encouraging the ongoing
development of the craft.

This year also marks a period of significant change within the committee. We
acknowledge with sincere thanks the contributions of long-standing committee
members Chris Stewart and Stuart Reader, whose dedication and service over many
years have been invaluable to the Association. Their commitment has helped shape
the organisation into what it is today.

We reluctantly farewell Amira and Karen, but thank them for their contributions
during their time on the committee. Their efforts have been greatly appreciated.

At the same time, we are very pleased to welcome Terri Ellman to the committee. We
look forward to the fresh perspectives and energy she will bring to the role.

Looking ahead, one of our key projects will be the development of a new Association
website. This initiative aims to improve communication, better showcase members’
work, and provide a more accessible and engaging platform for both current and
prospective members.

In closing, | would like to thank all our members, volunteers, and committee for their
continued support and enthusiasm. The strength of this Association lies in its
community, and it is encouraging to see it continue to grow and evolve.

Mark Elphick
President
Association of Book Crafts




